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in their negative polemic, they differ widely in the positive indications 
they give us. M. Fustel took for his point of departure the Provin- 
cial villa; Dr. Hildebrand takes the Kirghises of modern Asia. The 
method of the former is archaeological ; that of the latter anthropo- 
logical. M. Fustel's strength was undoubtedly in destructive criti- 
cism ; and some of us who took the keenest delight in his operations 
must at the end have been troubled somewhat by the consciousness 
of a vacuum that nature abhorred. Dr. Hildebrand's present book 
is a good deal more promising in the way of reconstruction. That 
lordship, on the one side, and the " dependence " of the cultivators 
of the soil, on the other, existed from the very beginning of tillage, 
he has at least shown to be highly probable. But much remains 
to be done to give complete consistency and vraisemblance to his 
exposition. 

Let us add, to whet the appetite of some readers, that Professor 
Hildebrand has a new reading, based on an ingenious paleographi- 
cal argument, to propose in the place of in vices ; that he accepts 
M. Fustel's explanation of Lex Salica,tit. 45 ; and that he has heard 
the roll of Professor Meitzen's big guns (Siedelung und Agrarweseri) 
without blenching. w j AsHLEY- 

Harvard University. 

L ' Impdt dans les diverses civilisations. Par E. Fournier de 
Flaix. Premiere Serie. Paris, Guillaumin, 1897. — 2 vols., xxxii, 
819 pp. 

This latest work of the indefatigable French publicist, although in 
two volumes, is only the first instalment of what promises to be 
a stupendous investigation, if it is ever completed. Unfortunately, 
M. de Flaix has already begun several other investigations, of each 
of which only a first volume has been published, so that in this case 
also it may be questioned whether the work will not remain a torso. 
To write the history of taxation throughout the world is not an easy 
task. To do it adequately, one would need to be, not only a polyglot, 
but also an archaeologist of no mean distinction. To depend upon 
secondary materials entirely, as does our author, is not always com- 
pletely satisfactory. 

The work before us is divided into four parts. The first treats of 
the ancient Oriental civilizations, from Chaldea and Babylon to Egypt 
and China ; the second, of Greece ; the third, of Rome ; and the fourth, 
of the feudal epoch in France and the other European states. These 
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four parts occupy very unequal spaces : two hundred and fifty pages 
are devoted to the Orient and antiquity, and the remaining five 
hundred and fifty pages to the Middle Ages. Even thus, however, 
there is a great deal of padding. When the author, for instance, 
speaks of the Slavs, he devotes over twenty pages to their origin 
and historical development and to an account of some of their eco- 
nomic institutions. All of this may be very interesting, but has little 
or nothing to do with taxation. What is true of the Slavs is more or 
less true of the other peoples. It must also be noted that most of 
the space is devoted to that period of taxation with which we are the 
most familiar — that is, mediaeval taxation, English and Continental. 
This field has been well worked, and it seems unnecessary to go 
over it again so much in detail. Nevertheless, some of his apercus 
are very striking, as when he sums up the change from Roman to 
mediaeval traditions, in the sentence : "L'impot devint un droit de 
proprtiti pour les uns et une servitude pour les autres. " 

The chief criticism to be urged is that the author, while he says 
a great deal about economic and political conditions, generally fails 
to grasp the real connection between economics and finance or to 
call attention to those particular economic institutions which con- 
ditioned the fiscal development. Such statements as that the Arab 
is on the whole refractory to the notion of "taxes consented to 
and voluntarily paid " (p. 494), show that M. de Flaix sometimes 
describes as national characteristics what are nothing more nor less 
than the inevitable accompaniments of certain stages of economic 
progress. 

The two volumes of M. de Flaix cover a great deal of interesting 
and valuable ground; but, with comparatively few exceptions, they 
contain little that is not to be found elsewhere; and much of the 
information that they do contain is not put into its proper perspec- 
tive. For those, however, who wish to have a convenient epitome of 
the earlier fiscal systems and a good general account of feudal 
finance the book may be commended. ERA Seligman 

A Handbook of Greek Constitutional History. By A. H. J. 
Greenidge. London, Macmillan & Co., 1896. — xvii, 276 pp. 

This little volume presents in a useful form the salient features of 
the constitutional law that characterized Hellenic antiquity. All the 
qualifications for satisfactorily handling this theme are seldom found 
in a single author. The facts that the modern student requires in 



